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Schwerin

A UNESCO World Heritage City Between Palace and Lakes

Life moves at its own pace in Schwerin. The palace reflects in the lake, café terraces
bask in the sun, and historic alleyways are just a short stroll from expansive parks
and gardens. Germany’s smallest state capital brings together UNESCO World

Heritage, culture and nature within easy walking distance.

Since 2024, the Schwerin Residence Ensemble has been inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List. The designation recognises an exceptionally well-preserved
19th-century residential city, where architecture, landscape design and urban
planning continue to form a harmonious whole. Yet Schwerin is far more than an

outstanding cultural monument.

What makes Schwerin special is its atmosphere. Between palace, lakes and historic
streets, visitors discover a city that feels relaxed, personal and closely connected to

the water that surrounds it.
UNESCO World Heritage of Outstanding Universal Value

At the heart of the city rises Schwerin Palace, set on an island in the lake. Together
with 37 other buildings, squares and gardens, the Residence Ensemble tells the story
of Schwerin as the seat of the Dukes and Grand Dukes of Mecklenburg. The story
continues to this day: the palace is home to the Parliament of Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern. At the same time, the Palace Museum invites visitors on a journey
through courtly life, with magnificent rooms including the Throne Room and the

ancestral gallery.

Pressesprecherin Am Packhof 2-6 Tel.: (0385) 545-1010
Michaela Christen 19053 Schwerin Fax: (0385) 545-1019
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Yet the legacy of the former residence extends far beyond the palace island. The
Alter Garten, together with the Mecklenburg State Theatre and the State Museum
Schwerin, forms one of northern Germany’s most impressive historic ensembles. Just
a few minutes away, the towers of Schwerin Cathedral, St Paul's Church and Schelf
Church rise above the rooftops of the Old Town. Between them, narrow streets are
lined with independent shops, galleries and cafés. Many are still run by their owners,

and there is almost always time for a friendly conversation.

Some of these buildings have histories that date back to the era of the Grand Dukes.
Former court suppliers continue to preserve their heritage and invite visitors not only
to discover the World Heritage Site, but also to savour it — over a glass of wine or a

slice of cake.

A City on the Water

One of Schwerin’s greatest charms is its compactness. Culture and nature exist side
by side. From the palace gardens, the Franzosenweg lakeside path winds through
avenues of old trees. Boats glide across Lake Schwerin, while the historic gardens
reveal ever-changing views of the city. Whether by kayak or bicycle, the surrounding
lake landscape offers countless opportunities to explore.

Schwerin’s cultural life thrives throughout the year. The historic Palace Festival, the
Palace Festival Performances, concerts, exhibitions and many other events bring
contemporary life into a remarkable historic setting. Schwerin is a living residential

city where past and present meet in a unique way.

This creates the distinctive character of Schwerin: a city where World Heritage is not

merely preserved but lived — among lakes, historic streets and a vibrant cultural

scene.
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Schwerin at a Glance

+ State capital of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern

* Population: approximately 100,000

» Schwerin Residence Ensemble inscribed as UNESCO World Heritage in 2024,
38 constituent parts, including historic buildings, squares and gardens

» Schwerin Palace: seat of the state parliament and home to the Palace
Museum

+ Historic Old Town with short distances between culture and nature

» State Museum Schwerin with an important collection of Old Masters,
reopening in 2025 after extensive restoration

* Mecklenburg State Theatre with more than 450 years of history

» Schwerin Cathedral with its 117.5-metre tower

» City of lakes with 12 lakes within the city limits

» Lake Schwerin, the second-largest lake in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and the

fourth-largest lake in Germany

Images

High-resolution press images of Schwerin and the UNESCO World Heritage

Residence Ensemble are available free of charge for editorial use:

https://urlaubsmarke.tourismus.mv/d/ XmUmKRmMEcJQ7

Press Contact for Travel and Tourism

State Capital Schwerin
City Marketing

Catharina Groth
Marketing & Public Relations

Phone: +49 (0)385 545-5006
E-Mail: cgroth@schwerin.de
www.schwerin.de
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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE:
THE SCHWERIN RESIDENCE ENSEMBLE

Since 2024, the Schwerin Residence Ensemble has been an official
UNESCO World Heritage Site. What makes it so special? Its unique
combination of architecture, landscape and history. In the 19th century,
a typical European Residence city between historicism and modernism
developed around the Palace.

Theatre, museum, palace, churches, gardens, administrative buildings
- everything follows one idea: this was not only a place to govern, but
also to represent, live and astonish. Various architectural styles — from
Neo-classicism to Neo-renaissance, Neo-baroque and Neo-gothic to
the regional Johann Albrecht style — exemplify the artistic variations of
historicism in the Schwerin Residence Ensemble.

Particularly impressive is its location in the middle of the water. The
palace is reflected in the lake, avenues lead through parks, and views
open up into the distance again and again. Schwerin thus still embodies
the romantic ideal of the 19th century combining nature and architecture
into a harmonious whole.

The ensemble of 38 buildings, squares and parks is exceptionally well-
preserved to this day. Depending on their function, the components can
be divided into five categories:

At the heart of the ensemble: the Residence Palace with gardens - plus
various manor houses in the city: this is where the grand ducal family
lived and ruled.

Il SACRED AND CULTURAL BUILDINGS

Several churches, a court theatre and an art museum demonstrate the
grand dukes® passion for culture and their religious beliefs.

Il ADMINISTRATION

The Residence was also intended to provide modern administrative
facilities — the State Archives, the classicist administration buildings
on Schlofistraf3e and the administrative building on Pfaffenteich bear
witness to this ambition.

Jllll INFRASTRUCTURE & CIVIL SERVANTS HOUSES

Nothing would have worked without them: gardeners, hunters, civil
servants and court suppliers ensured that the court ran smoothly.

B MILITARY

The military was also part of the Residence — with barracks, an
armoury and an officers mess on the edge of the Palace Gardens and
at Pfaffenteich.

"auijuo punof aq uva s3utiaffo
10131p Y] 110QV UODULLOfUT

“IN0) [eNpIAIPUI INOA 10] — YSI[SUF Ul MO1I0q 0) 3[qe[IeAy :apIng orpny
*SUONBIO] 118

pue sjods 0joyd [njnneaq 10U SULIIMIDS 0] SINO)Y IIY T, :Sy[eMe)su]

-auoydirewrs umo oK uo APoaIIp — L1031y s L115 9y 0] UAISIT :ANOY, OIpNY

“Kem [nykerd e ur sjySis (ynneaq sow Yy 1040081 :ddy sseq dureyg

£y ot ySnoayy nos Aueduwroooe
M s3urragjo TeSIp 959y ], ;90ed UMO In0A Je [oARI) 03 19jo1d nok o

NMO dNOX NO

's1n0) papm3 oy noqe suondo
Armbua pue uoneUIIOJUT IO 219Y UEIS

uopewLIoju] ISHMoY, 75 | snoy §'1 xoxdde )

"WId)UR] pUe pIaqrey [IImM Uewuydiem JyStu [eurdrio ayy 4q pay
— §)921)S MOIIEU 3]} pue £103sTY Y3no1y) Jjons Suruasd uy
AN0] UPWYIIVM JYSIN

uoneuriojuy JsuNay, 7 | smoy ¢ "xordde @

*as0]0 dn s3urp[mq 2ouspisay pue suspred apjses oefed o) dusLdXY
s[e1ads 0S I[qUIISUL] ADUIPISIY Y} SR JBYA

AnoJ, a8vILIdE pliom

UOT)RULIOJU] JSLINO], @ | stnoy $'1 “xoxdde @| ‘ure 11 Je Areq )
*2oe[ed a1) 03 [eIPAYJED ) 0} d1enbs JodILUI AU} WIOI] DISSL]D Y],

anoj A1 sygqng

:saSenSue] 1oyj0 pue ysiduy ur 3sanbax £4q paxyooq

2q UED SINO) JOYI0 PUE IS, *SISUIOD UIPPIY 0} $2INSEAT) ODSTN
WOIJ — SIPIS [NJNINE JSOW SULIIMTYDS NOA MOYs [[Im sapmS £310 MO
SYNOL ALID

"‘umo ok
Uo J0 197em ) wotj A1 a1} 210[dXd Ued nok 1] no£ JT *}T 2A0] OYM
a1doad yam urtemydg duaLIadxe — 9315 93ejray prrom 9vefed ‘umoy pjo

dNOL AYHAODSIA V NO OO

Your local contacts:

Tourist Information Schwerin

Am Markt 14 (Town Hall), 19055 Schwerin
Phone: 0385 545 5000

Email: tourist-info@schwerin.de

www.schwerin.de/urlaub
€@ @visitschwerin

World Heritage Office of the city of Schwerin
Email: welterbe@schwerin.de
www.schwerin.de/welterbe

Publisher: Stadtmarketing GmbH Schwerin and the state capital Schwerin
Photos: Timm Allrich | TMV, Petermann | Oliver Borchert | TMV, Ginsicke |
Pollex/Rétting | Silke Winkler

Map: www.fachwerkler.de | Status: March 2026

All information is provided without guarantee.

unesco

Schwerin Residence Ensemble
World Heritage since 2024

FOR YOUR QUESTIONS. AND YOUR PLANS.

Fancy a city tour, concert or urban adventure?

Then drop by our tourist information at the market square.

Here you can get tickets, tips and lots of ideas for your time in Schwerin.

Landeshauptstadt

Schwerin
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World Heritage
SCHWERIN
RESIDENCE ENSEMBLE
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Old Artillery Barracks
New Artillery Barracks
Officers’ mess
Armoury
Commander‘s house
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Welcome to Schwerin

Here in Schwerin, history accompanies you at every turn. A Palace
like out of a fairytale, glittering lakes and historic old town streets
characterise the city. Everything is close together - perfect for
those who like to explore on foot.

In the heart of the city, Schwerin Palace rises on an island -
surrounded by parks, waterways and magnificent architecture.
Together with 37 other buildings, squares and gardens, it forms
the Schwerin Residence Ensemble — a UNESCO World Heritage
Site since 2024.

But Schwerin is much more than just a backdrop of times gone by.
Between classicist fagades and half-timbered houses, you will find
lovingly run cafés, galleries, independent shops and museums.
Here, culture meets enjoyment for you to enjoy Schwerin's special
attitude to life.

Just outside the city gates begins the lake district, a region that

is perfect for short breaks. Hiking and cycling trails lead through
forests and idyllic villages, past castles, manor houses and hidden
bathing spots waiting to be explored. Or you can hop in a canoe
and experience nature from the water.

This city map will guide you to the city's most important sights. But
you can also just go with the flow and discover your own personal
favourite places in Schwerin with its old town, World Heritage Site
and lake district.

. (& . World Heritage
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www.schwerin.de/welterbe

and mayor highlights

The market square along with the town hall, beautiful gabled
houses and the Lion Monument is the perfect place to set off
from on a sightseeing tour. Behind the magnificent Pillar Building
one can see the imposing Cathedral overlooking the city. Just a
stone’s throw away you will find the “Schlachtermarkt”.

The Schwerin Cathedral: As early as 1260 its predecessor - a Ro-
man church — was erected on this site. Now it stands as a Gothic
brick cathedral. From the viewing platform in the 117,5 metres high
tower you can enjoy a breathtaking view of the entire city. Additi-
onally, the church owns an extensive collection of artworks from
the Middle Ages and later.

The Schelfstadt is a district characterised by its many timbered
houses, the “Schelfmarkt” — a market square - and the baroque
church “Schelfkirche”. Small shops and boutiques line the “Minz-
stralle” and invite you to take a closer look.

The Schleswig-Holstein-Haus in the “Puschkinstrale” has been
extensively reconstructed and turned into the cultural centre of
Schwerin, where exhibitions, readings, lectures and concerts are
held.

Pfaffenteich — There are various historical buildings dotted
around this lake. Well worth seeing is the Arsenal, the “Kiicken-
House”, the former city bath of Schwerin and townhouses along
the south bank.

The Mecklenburgstrafie leads you directly from the “Pfaffenteich”
to the centre of the Old Town. There is no better place to have a
look around some of its shops and stores or to rest in one of
its many cafées and restaurants.

The Schlossstrafie runs from the “Marienplatz” square
straight to the “Alter Garten” square. Walking along,

you will see several prestigious buildings, such as the
Rococo- House opposite the Café Prag, government
buildings and the impressive neoclassical State
Chancellery.

The Alter Garten square is situated opposite the palace and
used to be the fruit and vegetable garden of the ducal family.
Surrounded by the magnificent buildings of the neo-baroque
State Theatre, the State Museum, the Old Palais and the Victory
Column, the “Alter Garten” square ranks among the most beauti-
ful places of Northern Germany.

The Schwerin Palace once was the fortress of a Slavonic tribe
resident here. Today it is the seat of the State Parliament of
Mecklenburg West-Pomerania. Some of the rooms have been
turned into a museum and are open to the public. Visitors can
admire the Throne Hall, the Bel Etage, a collection of European
porcelain and much more.

The baroque Palace Garden captivates its visitors with its sym-
metric design. Its major features are the Cross Canal, statues of
the famous artist Balthasar Permoser, a memorial of the grand
duke and the white pavilion.

Tourist-Information der Landeshauptstadt Schwerin
Am Markt 14 | 19055 Schwerin
Phone: +49 385 545-5000 | touristinfo@schwerin.de | www.schwerin.de

Opening Hours:

Apr - Dec Mon - Fri 10 am - 6 pm | Sat, Sun, Public Holidays 10 am - 4 pm

Jan — Mar Mon - Fri 10 am - 5 pm | Sat 10 am - 4 pm
Sun, Public Holidays closed
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